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Congratulations to Our Graduates
Be sure to stay after worship this Sunday to enjoy a potluck luncheon to celebrate with our high school graduates as
they reach one milestone and prepare to launch out on the next phase of their life’s journey.
Mason Howard, son of Monty and Debbie Howard, graduated in January and has applied to a six-year program
at Cummings, Inc., the maker of diesel engines. The rigorous program will reward its graduates with an extensive list of
mechanic’s certifications and an associates degree.
“We’re anxiously awaiting,” said Monty, who added that Mason should know if he has been accepted within two to
four weeks. If he is accepted, he won’t have to go far, since the program is in south Grand Prairie.
Lily Selvaggi has been accepted at the United States Air Force Academy and will soon be a cadet on its Colorado
campus. The daughter of Rick and Tina Fletcher Selvaggi is excited. She said she loves the campus, the small class sizes,
and, of course, the mountains and the snow.
“I really like the fact that everything you do (there) has a purpose.” she said.
However, since this is new, she admitted that she is not sure what direction she will take there. She is open to how
she will use the bachelor of science degree she will earn. About half of the graduates become pilots, but she could go in
other directions. Stay tuned.

Jane Cox Says Thanks
“Thank You” is such a small phrase to express my
thanks and gratitude for all the prayers and kind
thoughts and attention you have given me during my
time of surgery and recovery—all the visits and
phone calls and all the delicious food and all the
transportation to and from rehab.
Without your prayers I would not have gotten
through the surgery as I did.
God is such a good and gracious god and heard
all your prayers.
Love,
Jane

So Does Bettina Zvanut
Thank you to all who helped on the church clean-up
day (Saturday, May 12). Russ Garmon headed up the
teams and organized the tasks. Special appreciation goes

to Neal and Odeana Stewart, Jim Deaton, Nancy Green,
Martha Clevenger, Bob Johnson, and Rick Selvaggi.
All of these people worked diligent for several hours
in the flower beds, changing lightbulbs inside and out,
dusting, washing windows, and cleaning. They also
moved our broken furniture. The church deserved a
spring cleaning!
Thanks also to the ladies who worked prior to
Saturday to clean out the storeroom.
Bettina

(Editor’s note: Bettina was also among those
working on Saturday. Thanks, Bettina!

Invitations
Come Pet the Baby Goats
Bettina and David Zvanut have recently expanded
their flock with the arrival of two twin baby goats, a
boy by the name of Romeo and a girl by the name of,
you guessed it, Juliet. The Zvanuts have extended an
invitation to all parents and grandparents to bring
your children or grandchildren to visit the farm for to
see the new babies and pet them.
The new arrivals bring the Zvanut farm goat herd
up to four. They also have baby chicks from their
family of Arucana hen and roosters. These chickens
lay blue eggs. Just call ahead.
In addition to the above, the farm boasts 11
Austrailian finches and a cat named Velcro.
All the Zvanuts ask is that you call ahead.

Become an Long-Term Care Ombudsman

No, David Zvanut (in the picture above) is not holding a two

The North Central Texas Area Agency on Aging is headed goat.. Look at the picture below to see the Zvanuts
has openings for volunteers to train to become new baby goats are two very cute, but unique, individuals.
resident advocates in its Long Term Care Ombudsman
program.
Once trained, these volunteers will work with
residents of either nursing or assisted living facilities
advocating for the clients these facilities serve. They
become an invaluable resource for residents by
empowering them to voice their concerns and
assisting in solving problems, as well as simply letting
residents know that they have someone on their side.
That is very important because upwards of 70% of
residents at some facilities have no visitors.
Eligibility requirements, training dates, and
contact information is on the church bulletin board in
the hallway next to the kitchen.

FPC Is Online!
www.facebook.com/fpccommerce
www.facebook.com/group/fpccommerce.
https://twitter.com/fpccommerce

www.fpc-commerce.com.

Escargot Anyone?

Nancy Green
found this
critter in as
FPC flower
bed during
the recent
church cleanup day.

In Our Prayers at First Presbyterian
Our Troops
Gordon Hunter
Bruce Campbell
Sara Grace Pullen
Melba Blount
Amy Lopez
Joe Yeakley
Grace Byrd
Gayle Shumate
Gladys Gray
Mildred Miller
Gaye Furry
Preston Helton
Catherine King Robertson
Bennie Neve
Ron Davis
Jan Burns
Jackie Book
Audrey Hucks
Larry Ratliff
Jack Gray
Jean Angotti
Joyce Isaacs
Jim Calvert
Tammi Fucci
Family of Judy Vanderpool
Adele Reeves
Jordan and Clelie Senne
Family of Janice Hale
Family of Madeline Sullivan
Brandon and Kate Pullen Hall
Bob Wilkins
Joe Dipiazza
Deryl McKenzie
Jane Cox
Danny Spruel
Kristen Anderson
Freda Lambert
Family of Beverly Murphy
Family of Donald R. Smith
Joyce McCord
Carole McKenzie

Addition to Prayer List

Assisting with Worship

We’ve had one addition to the FPC Prayer List since
our last newsletter. Carole McKenzie, wife of FPC
secretary Roger, has come home from the hospital and
is recovering from the intestinal problems that put her
there.

The following people are assisting with worship
the next two Sundays.
May 20
Head Usher: ....................................... Monty Howard
Candle Lighter: ..................................................... TBD
Liturgist: ...........................................Keith McFarland
May 27
Head Usher: ........................................... Bob Johnson
Candle Lighter: ..................................................... TBD
Liturgist: ..............................................Bettina Zvanut

Upcoming Bible Readings
Sunday (May 20) Is Pentacost Sunday
Old Testament: Ezekiel 37:1-14 The Valley of
Dry Bones
Psalter: Psalm 104:24-34; 35b God the Creator
and Provider

Please remember to let our worship leaders know how
much you appreciate them. If you would like to help with
worship in some capacity, please contact Rev. Rasco or the
church secretary.

New Testament: Acts 2:1-21 The Coming of the
Holy Spirit / Peter Addresses the Crowd
Epistle (and sermon focus): Romans 8:22-27
Future Glory

Sunday (May 27) Is the
Seventh Sunday Tnnity
Old Testament: Isaiah 6:1-8 A Vision of God in
the Temple
Epistle: Romans 8:2-17: Life in the Spirit
Gospel: John 3:1-17 Nicodemus Visits Jesus
Psalter (and sermon focus): Psalm 29 The
Voice of God in a Great Storm
Deadl i ne f or our J une newsl et t er
i s May 29. T he newl ett er wi l l go out
on May 31 or J une 1.

Food Pantry Donation Items
The Commerce Food Pantry typically serves
between 30-40 different families each week.
Donations remain an important source of its ability
to help these people. Remember to help out the
food pantry with a food donation each Sunday.
Here are suggested donations. There is a box
just inside the sanctuary for your donation.
1st Sunday—Saltine crackers
2nd Sunday—Ranch Style Beans
3rd Sunday—Spaghetti sauce (in cans)
4th Sunday—Spam, chili without beans
5th Sunday—Canned pineapple
In addition to the above, the Commerce Food
Pantry is always in need of grocery paper bags
with handles (Braum’s paper bags are perfect).

Upcoming Community
Events
Meet the Candidates
A Candidates Forum has been scheduled for
Sunday, June 3, at 3 p.m. in the Champion Community
Center located at 1007 M.L. King in Commerce.
Candidates from both Republican and Democratic
parties in in five key national, state, and local races
have been invited to attend this event. Those that
appear will be asked to make a statement and answer
questions from the audience. Those races and
candidates are:
United State Senate Candidates: Beto O’Rourke,
Democrat; Senator Ted Cruz, Republican.
United States Representative Candidates for
District 4: Catherine Krantz, Democrat; Congressman
John Ratcliff, Republican
Texas State House Representative Candidates for
District 2: Bill Brannon, Democrat; Representative
Dan Flynn, Republican.
Texas State Senate Candidates for District 2:
Kendall Scudder, Democrat; Sen. Bob Hall, Republican
Hunt County Commissioner Candidate, Precinct
4: Andy Martin, Democrat; Steven Harrison,
Republican
The public is invited to attend and meet and greet
candidates so that they will be better informed when
the general election rolls around in November.

Summer Lunch Program Back at FPC
The United Way of Hunt County is once again
teaming up with FPC and Norris Community Center in
Commerce to provide free summer lunches for
children 18 and under.
FPC’s Nancy Green is in charge and may still need
some volunteers to help with this program. It will be
held Monday through Thursday from 11 a.m. to noon
from May 21-Aug. 1.

Ecumenical Church Group
Visits North Korea
A six-person international
ecumenical
delegation,
comprised of representatives of the World Council
of Churches (WCC) and the World Communion of
Reformed Churches (WCRC) and led by WCC general
secretary the Rev. Dr. Olav Fykse Tveit and WCRC
general secretary the Rev. Dr. Chris Ferguson,
visited Pyongyang on May 3-7, at the invitation of
the Korean Christian Federation (KCF) of the
Democratic People’s Republic of Korea.
For the complete article, which was supplied by
the Presbyterian Church (USA) Presbyterian Mission
Agency, click here.

Mystery Almost Solved
The FPC High School Class found two books in very
poor shape in the library a year ago. After being
rebound by a professional bookbinder, they were
dated to being published around 1910. An Atlas of the
Acts and Epistles by John F. Stirling was donated by
D.C. Butler, a retired Presbyterian minister who at one
time attended church here.
The other book was a copy of Pilgrim’s Progress.
The bookbinder felt that it was fragile and should be
kept in a special hand-made box. Its donor is not
known.

Upcoming Events at FPC

 A flyer from the North Central Texas Area Agency
on Aging providing details on how to become a
Long Term Care Ombudsman.
 A flyer about the June 1-3 Women’s Conference
at Mo-Ranch in the Texas Hill Country.

 A flyer about the upcoming Free Lunch Program
open to all children 18 and younger this summer
at FPC and at the Norris Community Center in
Commerce. The program lasts from May 21-Aug.
1, Monday-Thursday from 11 a.m. to noon.
 A letter and a flyer about the school supplies
collection drive called Stuff the Bus.
 A three-page handout detailing a program for
graduating college students, providing a paid
volunteer opportunity to put faith in action while
living in the Pacific Northwest.
 A flyer about the upcoming Candidate Forum set
for Sunday, June 3, at the Champion Community
Center in Commerce. Republican and Democratic
candidates for the United States Senate and
House Races are invited, as well as state and
local candidates from both parties.

May 20

Sunday, after worship—Potluck luncheon
to honor our high school graduates

May 23

Wednesday, 6 p.m.—Education
Committee meeting

June 1

Friday, 6-10 p.m.—Parent’s Night Out
sponsored by the FPC Presbyterian
Women

Newsmakers
Wanted
FPC is full of outstanding people doing outstanding
things! Let us know of your good news so we can
share it!
Awards, good deeds, accomplishments make us all
feel good. Share the feelings, and don’t forget to
include a picture!

Maybe we forgot an event
you are organizing for FPC
or a committee report you
wanted to get in The Good
News. Whatever it is, let us
know.
If
you
forgot,
remember to remember
next time!

