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Worship with us
this Sunday!
“A Christian Community of Faith”

9:45 a.m.
Sunday School for all ages
10:50 a.m.
Sunday Worship
Rev. Krista Rasco – Pastor
Email: revkristarasco@gmail.com
www.facebook.com/krista.rasco
Roger McKenzie – Church Secretary
And Editor, The Good News
Office: (903) 886-3783
E-presence
fpc-commerce@embarqmail.com
www.facebook.com/fpccommerce
Website: www.fpc-commerce.com

A Message From the Pastor
Our banner above has a picture of
beautiful Banks Roses that can be found
at the home of Petra Strassberg. Don’t
worry, an uncluttered picture of Petra’s
roses is to be seen elsewhere in this
edition of The Good News.
I mention this to say thanks to all
those who contribute to our newsletter, like Petra, and to the
life of this church. If you look closely in this edition, you’ll see
evidence of FPC people doing a lot more than simply attending
church on Sunday.
In fact, equally as important as the notifications of churchrelated events and information you will find here, The Good
News serves as a place to note and celebrate the activities of
the people that make FPC the great church that it is.
Of course, it is kind of cliché because everyone knows this
is true—the church is a living thing, it is its people, so much
more than it is a building. That is so true of FPC.
As I write this, a spring rain is subsiding and I also can’t
help but note that time is quickly speeding by. We are rapidly
moving toward Pentecost, a time that many historians liken to
the birth of the Christian church because it is when the Holy
Spirit was given to Christ’s disciples.
This event “energized” the followers of Christ and brought
the church into being. I’m happy to say that, like them, our
church is energized. We are small, but we are going about
doing God’s work. We can all be proud of that.
But we cannot stop. Let’s vow to move into the rest of
spring and summer with God’s love in our hearts as we strive
to put forth our best selves for our church and community.

Grace and peace be with you all,
Rev. Krista Rasco, pastor

Five women from FPC attended Grace
Presbytery’s Spring Workshop Meeting for
Presbyterian Women. It was held April 28 at St.
Stephen Presbyterian Church in Fort Worth. The five
were Brenda Estes, Martha Clevenger, Helon Razniak,
Bettina Zvanut, and Toni Deaton.
FPC’s Presbyterian Women’s Circle will meet on
Monday, May 14, at 10 a.m. in Fellowship Hall.
Bettina Zvanut will be the leader and Nila McQuary
will be hostess.
PW’s special spring “birthday offering” will be
collected at this meeting. Anyone in the FPC
congregation is welcome to contribute to this special
annual offering, which provides grants for selected
worthy projects each year.
Three recipients will be receiving grants from this
year’s offering. They are: (1) Cottage Village (a Tinyhouse Community for low-income residents) in
Cottage Grove, Oregon; (2) Village of Grace Center
for Physical and Spiritual Health, located in
Tegucigalpa, Honduras (Grant monies will make it
possible for the Presbytery of Honduras to purchase
this
center
which
will
be
managed
by Presbyterian Women in Honduras); and (3) The
Dwelling Place in Minneapolis and St. Paul,
Minnesota. The Dwelling Place was established in
1998 to provide for the physical, emotional and
spiritual needs of women and their children following
their escape from a violent partner. Grant amounts
will depend on gifts contributed during 2018.

Mark Your Calendars for PW Fall Gathering
The next big event for Presbyterian Women in
this area is the Grace Presbytery PW Fall Gathering on
Oct. 19-20. This special event is a mini-retreat at
Gilmont Camp and Conference Center near Gilmer.
Bring a friend or family member and come Friday, or
come Saturday morning.
The special guest speaker for
this event is Joanna Kim, director of
ministry
services
for
Grace
Presbytery.
A discounted rate of $78 covers
the PW Mini-Retreat and includes
dinner on Friday, breakfast on Saturday, the Saturday
gathering with lunch, and your choice of overnight
accommodations. Or, for just $8, you can come on
Saturday for a simple breakfast, lunch, and Saturday’s
program. See Toni Deaton if you plan to attend this
special event. A flyer on the bulletin board next to the
FPC kitchen has more details and a full schedule
listing.
Special quilt project—Toni will also be reaching
out to FPC’s quilters and artists for ideas about a
(Continued on page 7)

Five FPC’ers Attend Spring Workshop Meeting
Presbyterian Women?
Bible study, tea,
and cookies, right?
Yes, Presbyterian Women’s groups
often study the Bible together. They
also live their faith through ministries
in hospitals, prisons, schools and
shelters.
Creatively,
prayerfully,
joyfully.
And sometimes with cookies.
Think you know

Four of the five FPC attendees at the April 28 Spring Workshop
Meeting can be seen in this picture that shows off just a few of the
many beautiful stained-glass windows in the St. Stephen Parrish Hall.

Presbyterian Women?
Think again and prepare to be amazed!

Newsmakers
Food Pantry president Angela Roberts has
extended a big “Thank You” to Isabel Davis, Paula
Blow, Opal Pannell, Sherry Chennault, Cindy Haynes,
Cookie Kuhns, Becky Hair, and Jeanie Wittkopf for
representing the Commerce Food Pantry at the “We
Care Fair” held Saturday, April 14.
“We connected with visitors and sold 104 raffle
tickets for the Red, White, and Blue Quilt, bringing in
$92. This is a start, but we've got lots more to sell
before the raffle drawing on July 1st at the Bois d'Arc
4th of July celebration,” said Roberts.
With the help of the North Texas Food Bank, each
dollar raised can be stretched a long way. Please
contact Isabel Davis (903-886-2711) if you would like
raffle tickets or if you need some to sell.

FPC’s Tina Fletcher is teaching physical therapy
students at TWU to work successfully with children
who have autism and other seniory processing
disorders. Dr. Fletcher's research focuses on
occupational therapy clients and their caregivers, and
on improving participation in cultural arts and
entertainment venues for visitors with special needs.
This focus was
recently spotlighted on
NBCDFW.com
"A lot of times, the parents are tasked with
managing their child's behavior and now, they can
come to a place and just have a good time," said Dr.
Fletcher.
Click here to watch a short video about the work
of Dr. Fletcher and her students.

SCAMP BBQ Fund-raiser
About 45 people attended the
SCAMP Fund-raiser Luncheon held
here after church on Sunday, April 22.
The crowd enjoyed David Zvanut’s
brisket and homemade bread, as well
as other dishes brought by individuals.
Organizer Bettina Zvanut was
pleased with the event’s success. “We
made $1,060,” she said. “We want to
thank everybody who came out to
support SCAMP.”
She extended a special thanks to
Brenda Estes, Toni and Jim Deaton,
Carolyn McFarland, Ann Julian, Frieda
Branom and Bart Green for their
help.

Folks enjoying the barbecue fundraiser are pictured in the two photos
at left. Each one has helped keep
SCAMP growing. The Summer
Creative Arts and Music Program will
once again be helping children learn
and have fun this summer.

May Worship Leaders

FPC’s Lily Selvaggi recently visited the United
Stated Air Force Academy in Colorado. She said,
“Yes” to their offer and will be an Air Force cadet
after graduating high school later this month.

May 6
Host Elder: ......................................... Rick Selvaggi
Head Usher: ...................................... Scott Stewart
Candle Lighter:..................................................TBD
Liturgist: .............................................. Toni Deaton
Elements: .............................Tina Fletcher Selvaggi
May 13
Head Usher: ................................... Monty Howard
Candle Lighter:..................................................TBD
Liturgist: .....................................Martha Clevenger

May 20
Head Usher: ...........................................Walt Davis
Candle Lighter:..................................................TBD
Liturgist: ....................................... Keith McFarland

Lily shows off her school spirit while visiting the USAFA
campus just north of Colorado Springs, Colorado.

Upcoming Community
Events
26th Annual Letter Carriers’ Stamp Out Hunger
Food Drive Is Saturday, May 12
This annual food drive is an
easy way to help the the food
pantries in Commerce. Put your
non-perishable food donation in
a bag by your mailbox. Your
letter carrier will pick it up and
see that it gets to the food
pantry.

May 27
Head Usher: ....................................... Bob Johnson
Candle Lighter:..................................................TBD
Liturgist: .......................................... Bettina Zvanut

May Calendar
Worship Schedule
6

13

Morning Worship Service 10:50 a.m.
Mother’s Day and Bible Dedications
Sermon focus on John 17:6-19

20

Morning Worship Service 10:50 a.m.
Pentacost Sunday
Recognition of High School Graduates
Sermon focus on Romans 8:22-27

27

Morning Worship Service 10:50 a.m.
Trinity Sunday
Sermon focus on Psalm 29

Camp Gilmont Open House and 5k, Fun Run
If you are considering sending someone to
summer camp, this is a great opportunity to go and
see what Camp Gilmont is about its free Open House
on Saturday, May 12, If you are a runner, there is an
added bonus of two runs—a 5K and a Fun
OPEN HOUSE & FUN RUN LINK

Morning Worship service 10:50 a.m. All
Ascension of the Lord
Sermon focus on Acts 1:1-14

Other May events
12
14
20

Saturday, 9 a.m.—Church Clean-up Day
Tuesday, 9 a.m.—PW Circle meets
Sunday, after worship—Potluck luncheon
to honor our high school graduates

May Dates to Remember

Upcoming Bible Readings

Happy Birthday to:

Sunday (May 6) Is the
Sixth Sunday of Easter

3 - Paul Shatney

Epistle: Ephesians 1:15-23 Paul’s Prayer

12 - Helena Christine Ballew

Psalter: Psalm 93 The Majesty of God’s Rule

13 - Wally Tucker

Gospel: Luke: 24:44-53 Jesus Appears to His
Disciples / The Ascension of Jesus

14 - Jordan Estes Conner
21 - Quint Madewell
23 - Whitney Madewell

24 - Kayla Keahey

New Testament (and sermon focus): Acts 1:1-14
The Promise of the Holy Spirit / The
Ascension of Jesus / Matthias Chosen to
Replace Judas

25 - Bryce Norwood
25 - Katherine Duncan

Sunday (May 13) Is the
Seventh Sunday of Easter

27 - Paula Elliott
27 - Mark Fake

New Testament: Acts: 1:15-17, 21-26 Peter
Addresses the Crowd

Happy Anniversary to:

Psalter: Psalm 1 The Two Ways

24 – Rebecca & Quint Madewell
30 – Donna & Bubba Dickerson

Epistle: 1 John 5:9-13 Testimony Concerning
the Son of God / Epilogue

___________________________

If we forgot you or got a date wrong,
contact the church secretary.

Gospel (and sermon focus): John 17:6-19
Jesus Prays for His Disciples

Additions to the Prayer List
There have been several additions to FPC’s prayer list since our mid-April newsletter. Because of the
passing of Beverly Murphy and Donald R. Smith, their families have been added. Most recently, FPC’s Joyce
McCord has been added. She was briefly hospitalized in Greenville and came back home on May 2. She is
feeling better, but has been put on oxygen. She’s not letting that slow her down, however. Please pray for all
those on our list.

In Our Prayers at First Presbyterian
Our Troops
Gordon Hunter
Bruce Campbell
Sara Grace Pullen
Melba Blount
Amy Lopez
Joe Yeakley
Grace Byrd
Gayle Shumate
Gladys Gray
Mildred Miller
Gaye Furry
Preston Helton Catherine King Robertson
Bennie Neve
Ron Davis
Jan Burns
Jackie Book
Audrey Hucks
Larry Ratliff
Jack Gray
Jean Angotti
Joyce Isaacs
Jim Calvert
Tammi Fucci
Family of Judy Vanderpool
Adele Reeves
Jordan and Clelie Senne If you have anyone
you would like to
Family of Janice Hale
Family of Madeline Sullivan
add
tot he Prayer
Brandon and Kate Pullen Hall
Bob Wilkins
Joe Dipiazza
Deryl McKenzie
Jane Cox
Danny Spruel
Kristen Anderson List, please contact
Freda Lambert
Family of Beverly Murphy
Family of Donald R. Smith the church office.
Joyce McCord

Petra Strassberg sent us this picture of her beautiful
Banks Roses.
Got spring or vacation pictures to
share? Have you taken an event picture?
Something to brag about?
let us show them off!

New on the bulletin board
 A flyer for Grace Presbytery PW Fall Gathering.
 Notice of a chance to volunteer and train as a

Long Term Care Ombudsman to serve in Hunt or
Rockwall or Kaufman counties.

Food Pantry Donation Items
The Commerce Food Pantry typically serves
between 30-40 different families each week.
Donations remain an important source of its ability
to help these people. Remember to help out the
food pantry with a food donation each Sunday.
Here are suggested donations. There is a box
just inside the sanctuary for your donation.
1st Sunday—Saltine crackers
2nd Sunday—Ranch Style Beans
3rd Sunday—Spaghetti sauce (in cans)
4th Sunday—Spam, chili without beans
5th Sunday—Canned pineapple
In addition to the above, the Commerce Food
Pantry is always in need of grocery paper bags
with handles (Braum’s paper bags are perfect).
They can be donated at any time.

(Continued from page 2)

special quilt project. All PW groups are invited to
participate by sending a quilt square that reflects
something unique about their church. The squares
will be brought to the Fall Gathering and later will be
put together for a quilt which will be displayed at a
future meeting. Then it will be donated to the Single
Parent program at PCHAS (Presbyterian Children’s
Homes and Services.

Thank-you from Sharon Anderson
Sharon Anderson, the daughter of Beverly
Iglehart Murphy, wrote a thank-you card to the
women of FPC for all their help during her mother’s
memorial service, which was held here on April 17.
The card, which is on the bulletin board by the
church kitchen entrance, read as follows:
Dear Ladies of First Presbyterian Church of
Commerce,
I so appreciate all the work and thought
that you put into planning a hostessing
Mama’s memorial reception.
I wanted her service to honor Christ and
her memory. You certainly achieved btoh
goals through your loving care of our family
and friends.
I am so grateful for you thoughtfulness
and time. We are truly blessed to have people
like you in our lives.
Love,

Sharon Anderson

FPC Is Online!
www.facebook.com/fpccommerce

Rahab’s Rope is a mission
that Presbyterian Women
have supported for a number
of years. It was a 2009
recipient of the Presbyterian
Women’s
Spring
Thank
Offering. FPC’s Toni Deaton recently received the
following update and asked if it could be included in
this newsletter. Here it is.

We're growing
AGAIN!

Thankfully, due to awareness, advocacy
and partners like you, many girls are getting
rescued and red-light districts are being shut
down. Survivors are sent to government
housing that is filled to capacity. This is
where you and Rahab's Rope step in.
Without assistance, the girls will sit stagnant
in the home.

Rahab's Rope is collaborating with
children's welfare to return these girls to a
safe and loving environment. This process is
called repatriation. Currently, we work with
three government homes that house 200 girls
and women.
Since receiving the grant in 2009, Rahab’s
Rope has grown to serve in six cities in India
and within some of those cities we have up to
four separate slums/red light districts being
served. Our most recent is Manipur which
will opened any day. If you would like a
program or any additional information,
contact Nancylee Hadley (1st Presbyterian
Church in Grapevine) Hnancylee@aol.com
or www.rahabsrope.com.

www.facebook.com/group/fpccommerce.
https://twitter.com/fpccommerce
www.fpc-commerce.com.

Arlene Allen is the Education Committee’s
newest member. Please express your appreciation for
accepting this responsibility at FPC when you see her
and offer her any help that you can.

Grace Presbytery News

First Presbyterian Church

Staff, Session, and Committees
Staff
Pastor ................................................ Rev. Krista Rasco
Clerk of Session ........................................ Wally Tucker
Music Director ........................................... Micah Krajca
Pianist....................................................... David Vergara
Nursery Attendant .......................... Carolyn McFarland
Secretary .............................................. Roger McKenzie

Session Members
2018

2019

2020

Martha Clevenger
Jordan Conner
Wally Tucker
Bettina Zvanut

Brenda Estes
Tina Fletcher
Russ Garmon
Lily Selvaggi

Nancy Green
Bob Johnson
Neal Stewart

Find out what’s going on in Grace Presbytery.
From Clerk of Session training, to music workshops,
to events, read about it in the latest edition of the
Grace enews. Just go to www.gracepresbytery.com.
Or click here.
Reminder: The location for the Stated
Presbytery Meeting on Saturday, May 19, from 9
a.m. to 4 p.m. at the First Presbyterian Church—
Richardson. The address is 271 Walton Street.

Session Committees
Worship:
Chair ....................................................Martha Clevenger
Co-Chair ......................................................Nancy Green
Christian Education:
Chair ......................................................... Bettina Zvanut
Co-Chair ......................................................Nancy Green
Membership and Pastoral Care:
Chair ........................................................... Brenda Estes
Co-Chair ..................................... Tina Fletcher Selvaggi
Mission/Evangelism:
Chair ........................................................... Bob Johnson
Co-Chair ................................................... Bettina Zvanut
Buildings and Grounds:
Chair .......................................................... Russ Garmon
Co-Chair ...................................................... Neal Stewart
Stewardship and Finance:
Chair ........................................................ Jordan Conner
Personnel:
Chair ............................................................Wally Tucker
Note: Some committees do not have co-chairs.

Please keep us informed and let us know
about news items we can

use for our next newsletter.
Call or email (we prefer
email) the church office
with your news.

Deadline for our Mid-May newsletter is May
14. The newletter will go out on May 16.

